
5/8/2018 Pittsburgh 'sparking' up Downtown, Allentown | TribLIVE

http://triblive.com/local/allegheny/13624180-74/pittsburgh-sparking-up-downtown-and-allentown?printerfriendly=true 1/3

(/home/)

 |  Back (/local/allegheny/13624180-74/pittsburgh-hopes-to-spark-interest-in-neighborhood-
business-districts-with-the-addition) |  Text Size:  

BOB BAUDER  (https://twitter.com/BobBauder) |  Monday, May 7, 2018, 4:42 p.m.

http://triblive.com/local/allegheny/13624180-74/pittsburgh-hopes-to-spark-interest-in-
neighborhood-business-districts-with-the-addition

Pittsburgh 'sparking' up Downtown, Allentown

http://d.adroll.com/r/ISRFVJ4CYZEJLCRYPCOWW4/7ZOAJPJYOVH23CASOPBYO2/e3b11c153d7c413d955615dcaaa38160.re?adroll_ad_payload=__HIAkIBkwHFAi_IAisAAY2SPWhTUQCFX25TK1brH5QiDkodOtjw_m8apNg0aWIabW3TNAnSx7vvvsSHSV6b3-rUQlEUf3DRootIp27FwcFM7ZWKuffi4qLiph0EweIkKD4ER8Hx8B04B875KAz4SW86OT51Ljs5NZqIhBOTkWxyJgVTmWOkd3Iqq0cVRT6fjkWV8WkVpnPxzGjQAyNqIpeYyWnhMV1LXEjKsxcz4ViICyP7b50hh1HRtK4YyF005iuO5ZQLw-3hnc_6gRY-ObZ9BLS-rvMd_onfWFl6fu9X692XfeObl7jgiw7MceFg-CwiPSPhiXTUSMWjxthEMnJ5s_6oXh20zWptUDLpMn-xu_qMrhBgl-lNcrzZbAaKrmUWSzZ2TMstV91KzamXApZboncfzjpl7Dar9DHPfXt_nT4hff80PxXoWpy-Jl3Vebdm5Iu0vb3Hf58LfYEWpV7z7xu7b99s3Fl6eftvc_pju6djmey1Gw52y0aNhVbpzwdiQJcgZL4O4kPM10_6JUlV8xhJsgiRiKCMoZZHEGNN1BWs5GHIKTLfKRL7D99pRfcghsEhCck2kmwxiD2JNEvVTKTbcqghMZDhgn94kYEs6a4uzNcLRgMaksxAbouBuT87MVDiYEFeY-AaB0udhxh4RU4ominbKpIkSwwO2UFNyntS070EBcuKrDPQJl34atksORYD_INw1BkUIcS6GISKCFUtr2OV-ZNbrHOddFfsmlkp2DXvAb8BxAxYUN8H4iFmi6zUW3Q&adroll_subnetwork=r&cpm=WvHbhgAFpIkKyJ4HAAKT1ySPI-RnMEaluJIP9w&adroll_network=g&clickurl=https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk%3Fsa%3DL%26ai%3DCEn6ChtvxWonJFoe8ogbXp4qIA_Ox77BNtpyrw03AjbcBEAEgAGDJnqeM0KT0D4IBF2NhLXB1Yi03MDQwNzU1MTQ1MDkyNjM5yAEJ4AIAqAMBqgSYAk_Q-sxoZv1hJvOEU45FzUiLNFNXnLQZvoQM3KN6nZ_uG2OTNCStRgP2AnBPIGn2TvySv4ARuKOiA7NsJARbCCTjVxHGZkT5vUQRw9648p_YJuW3Xrkpg10GkPdJRPuR9aqIYSm_TG05ciodOrXGLj8iK93OyTUtj8A9tblLZ7gb6zOEjiAWr0BxUecGDOBF59I6eaYe-Ag0-QCGoG0-AWlnSni6BSIDJDugzoT9NQPDHRLEezHnUeidi10M-34ilnS8jsDTg28GI1Ntyjq3xEpF4TnGyH1ML9ez8sKmsyyBjjxiGkZOvz4AeZMN9bViGiEIt7QTMWxeXWVsGMo0BpxUFZsHsPh_KMp1oH7Sfp5r8rN1qctyCZHgBAGABuTenqCdmsDSlQGgBiGoB6a-G9gHANIIBQiAARAB%26num%3D1%26sig%3DAOD64_0imRleH94YuiPnfd__z8kTH-Frbg%26client%3Dca-pub-7040755145092639%26adurl%3D
http://triblive.com/home/
http://triblive.com/local/allegheny/13624180-74/pittsburgh-hopes-to-spark-interest-in-neighborhood-business-districts-with-the-addition
https://twitter.com/BobBauder
http://d.adroll.com/r/ISRFVJ4CYZEJLCRYPCOWW4/7ZOAJPJYOVH23CASOPBYO2/a2055ff125b0a2c16da93d6fd4db6361.re?adroll_height=90&adroll_width=728&site_url=http%3A//triblive.com&adroll_ad_payload=__HIAj4BkwHFAivIAicAAY2RTWgTQQCFN9OkFQPF-tODp2I9KBjZmdm_BFFosk1rY5u2sUmDdNnZn7qYJmmTxp9TC_UgQkWkKnrTXFo8KOgtILRTKnZm8eJFxaMeCoLiKVBwEbx7fLwH33u8r8KpMO3F48pw5rKezg2mBrLDCBVSkxOj-nHam52YVnSM0aWptI5HJiV1qjhUSGq0d7SY1bGeSxan0iO5i5PFlJ7MZvIJX5hurp6jPaRkWtcMUrlhVBc8yyvPnt-90Ll3d39e8QZ3DoPWjw3_e-tF-9u9l2_etluf9g6ObF7xhai3P8OPjhPaPaBnxvJGbkg3Bscyqaubi08WazHHrNVj0GTL_tr69jG2QoFTZneowFYf5b2yXbleY0_94s_PK-wZYM0se0-7atVK3XBLbHenM3zfF3qeP2As4P9-9evjEr293lz7x2ftne6OZXrAaXh2pWzUeeIx238onlWgqvJQBw0RHjpB-xAW45Yqx4kjibITdyRiWq6rIaJhWVEJ5qF-2g-hJLk2gUhUiUhUZKuyS1TblkUF29hVE16Jh07S9H_kzmAlMG1Vi0OCHAIdUbMDSWRLkk2iOCjRgBwUfKHrdYSDaRqtzVcXZ42GakDEQXGLg5m_l3Aw50dO5z9wcMsHS5FDHLyjfVg2UbAAQkvU4o4mQzeQshIQsI0wUjjYpV32zbI551kc-F-EI15MdAlW4mbQBNkQm67Mw5ktHtmg0QWnbi7MOvXg7D_EDAvKgYjHXgzVwSijSA&adroll_subnetwork=r&cpm=WvHbhAAHZ_AKyKkIAAs0FEOEcpx0coEj-7xLSg&adroll_network=g&clickurl=https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk%3Fsa%3DL%26ai%3DCbnVFhNvxWvDPHYjSogaU6KzgBPOx77BNtpyrw03AjbcBEAEgAGDJnqeM0KT0D4IBF2NhLXB1Yi0zNjIyMTU2NDA1MzEzMDYzyAEJqAMBqgTRAU_QXcQQb4yYGuknw2HcckocpNgP9ZJDh3UQI4WDwTVXCPspYq_3RjOONuRB9n_cMdH_mU8yseskzVP2w_bjP4Ep-CGUVP29LBvf5CCb0BlQ2bu1mQ_AtqZh6uhTbxR622zLxxzo4Owv0eL-PUS9WLlqmeQl3GmRudXGUldQjDNrCeEp-2iCUWF2s8hjhfjX3rZ0e28UQoqRrnfxD-4SfGnQ-Q9ZY1xauhE-Hf8zwrbZze2PUpBdw6ap_K17qc8X3wFnFzBNL2D7e-u985E85CLPgAa-s_yw1eLG_3SgBiGoB6a-G9gHANIIBQiAARAB8ggbYWR4LXN1YnN5bi0xMjgyNDc1MTk0ODE2MjY1%26num%3D1%26sig%3DAOD64_1-gziP4KHx4f3u4pE-89vUpRk2Bg%26client%3Dca-pub-3622156405313063%26adurl%3D


5/8/2018 Pittsburgh 'sparking' up Downtown, Allentown | TribLIVE

http://triblive.com/local/allegheny/13624180-74/pittsburgh-sparking-up-downtown-and-allentown?printerfriendly=true 2/3

Bob Bauder
Edward Lai, owner of Bae Bae’s restaurant in Downtown Pittsburgh, is an planning a
“spark” for an area between two trees in front of his business. The covered platform
extending into the street will feature tables, chairs and greenery.

Pittsburgh hopes to spark interest in neighborhood business districts with the addition of
small sidewalk parks — dubbed “sparks” — that extend into street parking lanes and
feature seats and space for visitors to interact.

The Mayor's Office is seeking City Council approval for sparks at Bae Bae's Kitchen, which
serves Korean-inspired cuisine on Liberty Avenue, Downtown, and at Onion Maiden, a
vegan restaurant, on East Warrington Avenue in the city's Allentown neighborhood. If
approved, they will open in June.

The concept includes wooden platforms that extend from curbs and take up one or two
parking spaces. They can include seating and landscaping and must be removed during
winter months.

Pittsburgh will expand the concept if it's successful. Business owners are responsible for
all costs, according to Kristin Saunders, a city transportation planner.

“They're temporary public seating areas,” Saunders said. “It's a facility to support
increased pedestrian activity. They're sponsored by a neighboring business or property
owner, and they can cost anywhere from $12,000 to $20,000.”
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Edward Lai, owner of Bae Bae's, is planning a open-air “greenhouse” style spark with
tables, chairs and plantings underneath a roof made of transparent material. A rain barrel
will catch runoff from the roof and be used to water the plants and flowers.

The spark will be 10 feet wide with 4-foot buffers on each side and can be disassembled.
Sparks must be removed in November.

“It's a public space, so anybody walking by can use it,” Lai said. “They can bring food from
us, or anywhere else, come in and enjoy the park space.”

Lai retained a landscape architect for the design and said the spark is costing “a good
penny” but declined to give the exact amount. He said the structure would improve the
look of upper Liberty Avenue and hopefully bring more visitors to that part of Downtown.

“I want to increase the community of Liberty where people feel a little safer and spend
more time on the street,” he said.

The owners of the Maiden Onion could not be reached. Their spark will be 20 feet long
and 7 feet wide and contain two wooden benches and a wooden table, according to
council's Tuesday agenda.

“It will act as a public gathering space on East Warrington, which is something we don't
have right now,” said Gordon Hall, the business district manager for East Warrington and
Allentown.

Saunders said other cities across the country, including Philadelphia, have sparks but call
them parklets.

“In Pittsburgh, we already had something called a parklet, so we had to come up with a
new name,” she said.

Council will discuss and vote on the two sparks in coming weeks.

Bob Bauder is a Tribune-Review staff writer. Reach him at 412-765-2312,
bbauder@tribweb.com (mailto:bbauder@tribweb.com) or via Twitter @bobbauder
(https://twitter.com/bobbauder).
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