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The Haberman Corridor Study and McKinley Park Master Plan
 continue to move forward with community input into what will
 happen in the neighborhood.

Haberman, McKinley Park plans moving
 forward

Hilltop residents had their first opportunity to view the preliminary
 work of Pfaffmann + Associates on developing a Master Plan for
 McKinley Park and a Haberman Corridor Study following an April
 community meeting.

The study and Master Plan, two separate and distinct projects, are
 linked by neighborhood geography with mutual benefits for both.
 The McKinley Park Master Plan is being led by the Pittsburgh
 Parks Conservancy and the Haberman study by the Hilltop
 Alliance.

The Haberman Corridor runs from Beltzhoover Avenue near the
 South Hills Transit Junction and the Warrington Recreation Center
 up the hill past the Beltzhoover School building and terminates at
 McKinley Park. The corridor consists now of disjointed city streets
 separated by steep slopes, walking paths and overgrown steps in
 need of repair.

Pfaffmann Senior Associate Carl Bergamini presented the findings to the groups of residents at the Beulah Baptist Church as part
 of a series of community meetings.

Points raised at the April planning meeting were used as guiding points to the planning process. Some of the goals were to improve
 access to public transportation for area residents; create recreational opportunities; spur investment in housing; and, improve the
 connection to McKinley Park.

Mr. Bergamini said one of the first things they had to do was get an understanding of the terrain of the corridor. He noted there
 were areas in the corridor that had as much as a 100 percent slope and the stairs were not in the best of condition.

However, there are opportunities such as the gateway connections to McKinley Park and South Hills Junction and residential
 renewal of the neighborhood.

The Haberman Corridor could be divided into three segments of distinction: a neighborhood gateway zone, a hilltop trail zone and a
 parkway connector zone.

The neighborhood gateway is a "pretty nice street" but it needs some help, he said. It needs some sidewalks to connect down to
 Warrington Avenue. It has the potential to improve utilizing greenspace and improvements to the connection to South Hills
 Junction.

He suggested pedestrian upgrades and a series of streetscape improvements down to Warrington Recreation Center.

"Warrington Rec is kind of important, but it's kind of separated off the corridor a bit and how do you make that connection safer and
 how do you make that connection safer to get into the center part of Allentown," Mr. Bergamini said.

He noted there are a couple of big parcels of land that could be acquired and developed or left as green space. The parcels could
 also be developed incrementally as the corridor develops.

A series of streetscape improvements such as street trees and step upgrades would help integrate the corridor to the gateway.

The hilltop area of the corridor, directly behind Beltzhoover School, is isolated from the neighborhood.

"It's pretty wild, it's pretty natural, but we think it's a pretty nice place," he continued. "As you think about the potential reuse of
 Beltzhoover School this has the opportunity to be developed with it as a natural green corridor with paths that go through it and
 step improvements, incrementally.
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"As you begin to make neighborhood housing improvements, this begins to develop as well."

As the corridor moves toward the park there's an opportunity to make it a little more formal with streetscape improvements or
 possibly a greenway. Here the trail in the corridor becomes less natural and less wooded with the prospect of becoming a new
 pedestrian entrance to McKinley Park.

Mr. Bergamini said the Haberman trail also has the potential to eventually connect with the Emerald View Park trail system in
 Mount Washington.

He said because of the steep terrain, the Haberman corridor is a "trail for people, not a trail for bikes." An alternative is a
 transportation loop following the 44 and 54 bus routes. The loop would provide an easier walk or bike ride with the gentler slopes.

The loop around Climax, Gearing, Sylvania and Chalfont streets could be improved with sidewalk upgrades, street trees and way-
finding signage. Taken together with the trail, it would improve the entrance into the neighborhood.

He said they would like to talk with Port Authority officials to see where they are with the TRID Study completed several years ago
 concerning potential improvements related to the Warrington Avenue area extending from the South Hills Junction. Those
 improvements could be incorporated into the Haberman corridor recommendations.

"As we think about the loop, what we're trying to do is think about is how does the loop become a zone where you can make
 neighborhood improvements to some of the houses that are in not the best of shape that need some renovation. This becomes a
 zone where you can do neighborhood housing infill and revitalization," Mr. Bergamini said.

In addition to upgraded sidewalks and street trees enhancements to properties in the loop could include side yards and community
 gardens.

The next steps, if there is buy-in from the community, is to go block-by-block and see what can be done. Mr. Bergamini said some
 of the blocks aren't in the best of condition, but there may be small projects that can be done to improve the situation.

They propose making incremental improvements with small projects leading to more small projects and eventually leading to bigger
 neighborhood enhancements.

Segueing into the McKinley Park Master Plan portion of the presentation, Mr. Bergamini said their role was to figure out ways of
 improving community and neighborhood connections to the park.

 "This park has a great history, as we've learned from our last meeting," he said. There is also a desire from the neighborhood
 residents to establish conservation strategies for the park.

Some of the other things that came out of previous community meetings included improving the amenities in the park and assuring
 an equitable amount of those amenities as compared with other parks; to look at "run-down" or vacant houses around the park and
 figure out what can be done with them in conjunction with the park plan; and, identify early action projects that can make a visual
 impact sooner than later.

Cherished places in the park, such as Chicken Hill, Slack Hollow, Ritter's Hollow, the stone wall and steps, along with the ball fields
 and woodland paths, were identified by residents as places that hold fond memories.

Area residents were particularly concerned about maintaining the paths and trails as safe places in the future.

Concerns expressed by residents included safety issues, nuisance users such as dirt bikers, illegal dumping and trash, park
 access and accessibility, storm water management and park management and programing.

Mr. Bergamini said part of what they have to figure out is how all the surrounding neighborhoods including not only Beltzhoover, but
 Allentown, Knoxville and Bon Air also are better served.

He noted in the "river valley" where the ballfields are, there are issues with soggy fields, traffic and parking and a lack of amenities
 in both the lower and upper portions.

"One of the things we heard, was that this is really two parks," he said. "The community park, but also a regional park because it's
 the biggest park south of the Monongahela."

Items that came up several times in their neighborhood discussions included better lighting and entrances, trail improvements, the
 need for security cameras, neighborhood serving play areas and picnic areas and shelters for formal events.

He noted McKinley Park has a 200 to 250-foot difference in elevation from the top to the bottom creating issues for access and
 accessibility. The park also has much more wooded, or steep-wooded areas than grassy areas.

Stormwater design is also being looked at as part of the plan. The intersection of Rt. 51 and Bausman Street is the second worst
 flooding zone along Saw Mill Run Blvd.

Another possible portion of the plan could include the potential consolidation of several of the ballfields saying there are a baseball
 diamond or two and a football field that spectators can only view the games from the endzone.

"What we need from you, is what are some of the better program elements in the park," he said.
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Another possible change would be removing the track from around the football field and making it a loop trail incorporating fitness
 stops and a switchback along the way.

Currently, Pfaffmann + Associates is still in the data collection, site and stormwater analysis and park programming phase of the
 study.

Funding for the current planning stage of the McKinley Park project is provided by The Birmingham Foundation.

Another community meeting is will be held on June 23 at a site to be determined for the final presentation.
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